Long-term soft lining materials--the relationship between prosthodontic opinion and compliance.
This study investigated the relationship between expert prosthodontic opinion of the suitability of long-term soft lining materials and compliance, as measured by depth of penetration measurements. It showed that there was very good agreement between subjective assessment and objective measurement. Opinion on satisfaction ranged from 82.4% for a heat-cured silicone to 10.8% for a heat-cured soft acrylic which had been stored in water for four weeks. The findings make it possible to set realistic values for a standard test of compliance. The results for depth of penetration allow valuable information to be given to the clinician as to the varying compliance of long-term soft lining materials.